
 

Newsletter: 1 Thursday 8th February 2024 

Vision: 
Our school empowers all students to embrace learning, achieve their personal 

best while developing their emotional, social and physical wellbeing, and 
through this make positive contributions to the community. 

Welcome to 2024 
We would like to warmly welcome our new 
families and welcome back our returning 
families to what we hope is another fantas-
tic year of learning and friendship. We hope 
you all managed to find time to relax and 
unwind over the Christmas break.  The stu-
dents have settled back in beautifully.  The 
playground is full of happy, smiling faces 
and in the classrooms the students are un-
dertaking start of year assessments. 
  
A reminder that we use Compass as a 
means of communication at WDPS.  If you 
are having any problems with Compass, 
please let us know and we will assist you.  
New families should have received their log 
in details.  If not, please see the office.  
Currently on Compass, families can book 
Parent/Teacher interviews.  We have set 
down Monday 4th March and Tuesday 5th 
March for these interviews.  If you are una-
ble to book a time and would like an inter-
view, please contact your child’s classroom 
teacher and they will be able to book you in.  
  
At WDPS we have students who have a 
peanut allergy.  Their reaction to peanuts 
requires them to have an EpiPen.  Anaphy-
laxis is a life-threatening condition but can 
be managed by reducing or limiting the risk 
to known allergens.  We can help these stu-
dents and their families transition safely to 
school by reducing peanut expo-
sure.  Please refrain from bring peanuts 
and/or peanut based foods (e.g., peanut 
butter sandwiches) to school.  If you require 
further information, please contact me. 
  
In this newsletter we reintroduce our teach-
ing staff and their roles within the school.  
At WDPS we have a dedicated team who 
provide excellent educational opportunities 
for all students.  Along with our students, 
we promote and live by our school values of 
Respect, Excellence and Community.   

 
Staff can be contacted any time via the school 
office, 56881460 or their department emails. 
Chloe.wade@education.vic.gov.au 
Deidre.zuidema@education.vic.gov.au 
Georgia.round@education.vic.gov.au 
Joel.moore@education.vic.gov.au 
Please note that in the interest of work/life bal-
ance staff will respond to emails between the 
hours of 8:30 and 4:30. 
 
In our next newsletter we will introduce our edu-
cation support team. 
   

Important 2024 dates 
 

FEBRUARY  
Wednesdays - Prep do not attend school  
                         (7th, 14th, 21st, 28th) 
Mon 5th - Fri 9th - School Swimming  
                                (trial day Thursday 8th) 
Tue 13th - School Council meeting 6pm 
Thu 15th - School photos  
Fri 23rd - District swimming for selected  
                students 
 

MARCH 
Mon 11th - Public Holiday 
Tue 12th -  Validation Day School Review 
Wed 13th - NAPLAN commences for  
                   Grade 3 and 5 
Mon 25th - Panel Day School Review 
Wed 27th - Grade 3-6 Athletics at Foster  
                   Secondary College 
Thurs 28th - End of term 1 
  
As always, if you require anything please do not 
hesitate to contact us, either 
via the office or directly to the 
classroom teacher. 
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Web:    http://www.welshpoolps.vic.edu.au 
Email:  welshpool.ps@education.vic.gov.au 
Address: 5960 South Gippsland Highway, Welshpool Vic 3966  
Phone:   03 56881460  Mobile: 0428 444 292     
Direct Deposit Details: BSB 633-000 Account No: 156869083 Bendigo Bank Toora 

Gabrielle Boyd  Principal  
. 

Little School, Big Heart 



 

Congratulations to the following students 

who received Student of the Week Awards: 

Week1 

P/1— Kyle For being a great class leader 
2/3 — Cian for showing kindness and  
               leadership 
4/5/6— Ethan for his great effort and  
                    attitude  

Congratulations to Hamish, Zuri & 

Isla  who have received REC Awards 

(School Values: Respect, Excellent  & 

Community )  

Student Awards 



We would like to wish the following  

students who celebrated their birthdays in the past fort-

night a 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY !! 

 

 
 
 

Hello, my name is Deidre Zuidema. I live in Yanakie with my husband, where we own 
and operate a dairy farm. We have 3 daughters, all of which have moved away for work. 

I have been a teacher for 25 years. In that time, I have worked in several different roles, 
from a classroom teacher to a specialist teacher in Maths, PE and Science. 

This year, I will be teaching Grade 2/3. I am really excited about the year ahead, watch-
ing the students learn and grow. 

Meet our Teachers 

Hi everyone, my name is Chloe Wade. This year I am teaching the Prep and grade 1 stu-
dents. I also teach art to all students on Wednesday afternoon. This is my fourth year of 
teaching at Welshpool and District Primary School. It’s very exciting to see so many new 
families and faces at Welshpool this year. I am looking forward to watching the students 

develop and grow as the year progresses. 

Hi all, my name is Joel Moore and I teach the grade 4,5,6 class as well as PE. This is my 
4th year of teaching at Welshpool and District Primary School and I have really enjoyed 

the strong sense of community that our school has. This year I am looking forward to 
seeing the students continue with the strong learning growth that was made last year. I 

am also looking forward to being involved in the wonderful opportunities that the 4/5/6 
students will have during the year, such as; athletics and sports days, school camps and 

excursions. 

Hi everyone, my name is Georgia Round. At the end of last year, I got married going 
from Georgia Parnall to Georgia Round. Currently, I live in Foster with my husband and 
our 18month old son Flynn. In my spare time I enjoy being outside and exploring with 
my little family. This year I will be continuing my role as inclusion leader and teaching 
the 2/3’s alongside Mrs Zudiema. This is my 6th year working at Welshpool and District 
Primary School. Prior to this I have had the opportunity to work within a variety of roles 
such as numeracy leader within other schools. Growing up in Foster, I have enjoyed re-
turning to teaching within the community and becoming part of our school community. 
This year I am very excited to continue working with our students, families, and staff to 
grow and develop throughout the year. I look forward to meeting our new families and 

working with you all this year. 

My name is Sue Dower and I will be teaching your children French and Music each Fri-
day. I trained as a teacher over 40 years ago and have been teaching at Welshpool for 

more than 20. Over these many years at Welshpool I have taught most subjects as a one 
day a week specialist teacher and occasional relief teacher. 

In my other life I am a piano teacher and partner with my husband, Ray, in Ray Dower 
Motors, Foster. I have 5 grown up children and one baby granddaughter. My hobbies are 

my family, reading, playing piano, knitting and sewing.  
I'm looking forward to another adventurous year at Welshpool Primary. Please intro-

duce yourself to me and if you have any questions don't hesitate to ask. 



We would like to wish the following  

students who celebrated their birthdays in the past fort-

night a 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY !! 

 

 
 
 

P/1 Classroom 

Welcome back everyone! 
We have started the year off racing, with students busy taking part in the swimming 

program as well as spending time getting to know their classroom and their new class 
mates. Students have spent time learning daily routines and tasks such as where their 
school bag goes, where their seat is and how to look after their own pencils and work-

books.  
 Students have also been undertaking reading, writing and maths assessments through-
out the week to ensure learning is targeted to each students’ individual needs. All stu-
dents have settled in really well creating new friendships within the classroom and in 
the playground. Just a reminder to all parents and families’ readers and information 

will be sent home in week 4.  
I am looking forward to the rest of the term with lots of learning ahead for the new P/1 

students.  
Mrs Wade. 



We would like to wish the following  

students who celebrated their birthdays in the past fort-

night a 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY !! 

 

 
 
 

2/3 Classroom 

Welcome to 2024! 

I am really excited about the year. There are lots of wonderful things planned for 
this year which the students will really love.  

I will be teaching Mondays, Wednesdays and Thursdays with Mrs Georgia Round 
teaching Tuesday mornings and Fridays.  

We have 11 students in 2/3 and everyone has settled in really well! We’ve had the 
chance to catch up with friends and meet some new people. We have been doing 

lots of assessments and everyone has been working hard. 

Grade 2/3 will be starting specialist classes next week. On Tuesdays, we will be 
having MARC Van (library), Art with Mrs Wade and SELS. On Wednesdays, we 

will be having PE with Mr Moore and MAPPEN with Mrs Zuidema. 

On Fridays, Mrs Dower will be taking the class for Music and French. 

Home Reading will begin in Week 4, there will be further information sent home 
about this. 

Parent Teacher Interviews will be held in week 6. We also have our ‘Welcome 
BBQ’ next week. 

Grade 3 have NAPLAN testing later in the term. We have begun our NAPLAN 
preparation sessions, so the students know what to expect on testing days. 



We would like to wish the following  

students who celebrated their birthdays in the past fort-

night a 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY !! 

 

 
 
 

4/5/6 Classroom 

Over the last fortnight the grade 4,5,6 students have been busy completing assessments, look-
ing at classroom expectations and have been adjusting to the routines of the senior class-

room. It has been great to see how the students have returned to school ready to learn and 
how well the grade 4 students have transitioned into the senior class.   

 

There are a few important events occurring over the course of the term that involve the grade 
4,5,6 students. We have district swimming in week 4 and the Prom Coast athletics towards 
the end of the term. The grade 5 students will also be completing NAPLAN later this term. 

Over the next few weeks there will be a focus on NAPLAN, with students working on a variety 
of reading, writing and mathematics concepts. As NAPLAN will be online this year all stu-

dents in the senior class will also be working on their typing skills. 
 

If any parents need to contact me, please do not hesitate to email me at: 

joel.moore@education.vic.gov.au 

Mr Moore 



 

Parents & Friends Association (PFA) 

SCHOOL BBQ ROSTER  
Term 1 

 
February  
Wed 14th -  
Wed 21st -  
Wed 28th - 
. 
March  
Wed 6th -  
Wed 13th - 
Wed 20th -  
Wed 27th - 
 

**Helpers needed**  
Please contact Lisa Van Kuyk if 

you are able to help. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 


- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
In order to continue our BBQ 

Wednesdays we are desperately 
needing more volunteers. If you 

can assist us with any of the dates 
for this term please make contact 
with Lisa Van Kuyk or the school 

office.   

Your invited 
We would like to extend an invite for all parents or carers to join our 

PFA group at WDPS.  
 

Our first PFA meeting for 2024 is tonight 6pm at the Welshpool Pub 
and you are more then welcome to come along and see what it is all 

about. 
 

If you can’t make tonight but would like to know more please contact  
Lisa Van Kuyk or the school office  



 
 Term 1 2024 

 

 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 
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12 
 

Welcome BBQ 
5.30pm  

13 
 

School Council 

14 
 

NO PREPS 
 

Bookclub issue 1 due 

15 
 

School Photos 

16 
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19 20 21 
 

NO PREPS 

22 
 

Newsletter 

23 
 

District Swimming 
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26 27 28 
 

NO PREPS 

29 30 
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Parent Teacher 
Interviews 

5 
 

Parent Teacher  
Interviews 

6 7 
 

Newsletter 

8 
 

Flower Show 
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Public Holiday 

12 
 

Validation Day 
 

School Council 
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18 
 

St Patricks Day 

19 20 21 
 

Newsletter 

22 
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25 
Panel Day 

26 27 
 

Prom Coast Athletics 

28 
 

LAST DAY OF  
TERM 1 

29 
 

Public Holiday 

We would like to wish the  

following  students a 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY !! 

 

NAPLAN 

NAPLAN 

NAPLAN 



 

 
 

Did you know that Welshpool and District 
PS is on the Bushfire Category 4 list?  

This year the process of ordering your school photos is a little different.  
There will be no paperwork sent home to pre-order your photos,  

instead parents and carers will be sent  a registration link via email/mobile when 
photos are ready to be viewed/ordered (approximately 3 weeks after shoot). 

Did you know that Welshpool and District PS is on the Bushfire Category 4 
list? 

Our school has been identified as being at risk of bushfire or grassfire and 
will close on a day forecasted as catastrophic fire danger rating in West 

and South Gippsland fire district. 

Attached to this newsletter is more information about what happens on 
these days and how families will be notified.  Please read over the  

information and make yourself aware of the processes around this. 

If you require any additional information, please contact Gabbi. 





 

Community  
Information & Events 


