
 

Newsletter: 7 Thursday 19th of May 2022 

Vision: 
Our school empowers all students to embrace learning, achieve their personal 

best while developing their emotional, social and physical wellbeing, and 
through this make positive contributions to the community. 

We are all learners 

We often discuss with the students that staff are off on Professional Development (PD) days.  We de-
scribe to them that this is our chance to learn and work with (collaborate with) other schools and staff.  
At first this was met with laughter and ‘but you’re an adult!’  We explain to the students that we are all 
learners and that in life we never stop learning.  This newsletter I thought we would share some of the 
learning staff have recently undertaken.  

At the beginning of this term all staff attended a Numeracy professional development day.  Numeracy 
is a strategic plan focus for our school.  This means Numeracy becomes a priority and time, money, 
resources and professional development is invested into this area.  The theme of this professional de-
velopment day was around challenging problem solving.  Staff were involved in a number of practical 
activities as well as the traditional group and whole class work. 

We were given the opportunity to reflect on our current practice and evaluate what impact our current 
practice has.  Over the past year and a half we have modified our teaching practice to include a more 
hands on approach.  We work in small groups, use manipulatives in our numeracy work,  and start 
each session with a number talk to switch on and engage the students. 

We know that for student engagement in Numeracy to occur we need to have; 

 Students actively participating in mathematical tasks 

 Students see the activities are useful to their lives outside of the classroom 

 Tasks must provide a cognitive challenge for ALL students 

One important part of learning is to allow students to engage in productive struggle therefore allowing 
them a space to figure things out for themselves.  At Welshpool and District Primary School, through 
our whole school Numeracy, we provide students with the support to explore and fall into this produc-
tive struggle.  The magic occurs when the students have that ah ha moment.  Their faces light up and 
mathematics makes sense.  The joy of numeracy is seeing how it all fits together and how the learning 
of numeracy can be fun. 

As educators we continue to work on those ah ha moments for ourselves as well as for our students. 

We look forward to sharing our whole school numeracy program with you, in person, soon. 

 

 

 

 

 

Gabrielle Boyd   Principal   Little School, Big Heart 
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Web:    http://www.welshpoolps.vic.edu.au 
Email:  welshpool.ps@education.vic.gov.au 
Address: 5960 South Gippsland Highway, Welshpool Vic 3966  
Phone:   03 56881460  Mobile: 0407 483 726 
Direct Deposit Details: BSB 633-000 Account No: 156869083 Bendigo Bank Toora 

Forms Due   * PFA Ivan’s Pies orders—Wednesday 1st June 2022 



   

Student Awards 

Congratulations to the following students who received Students of the week: 

P/1/2/3— Cian for  outstanding w ork in sounds -write 

4/5/6—Nate for  alw ays being respectful  

Congratulations to all the students below who have earned reading awards 



 
 

 
 

Student reflections: 

        Urban Camp 

Last week our grade 5 and 6 students  

went on Urban camp along with students  

from Toora and Tarwin Lower. The students were very fortu-

nate to have participated in such amazing activities and all of 

them really enjoyed the experience. Across the duration of the 

camp the students got to participate in the following activities: 

Monday: 
Melbourne Museum 
Walking through Melbourne laneways to look at graffiti  

          art 
Night visit to the zoo 

Tuesday: 
Old Melbourne Gaol  
Queen Victoria Market 
Eureka Skydeck 
National Gallery of Victoria 
Pasta and pizza for dinner at the Universal Restaurant 
Bowling 
Arcade games 

Wednesday: 
ACMI 
Walk through the city and return 

           home 

When I was at camp I enjoyed bowling the most they had all different colour lights on the roof. I  

ended up winning the first game with 78 points with no bumpers and in the second game Archie  

ended up winning with 82 points, but the second game we all had bumpers on. I didn’t go too good 

with bumpers on. After bowling we did arcade games I loved the motor bike games but halo was my 

favourite arcade game.—Rylan 

I liked the sky deck because there was a great view. I chilled on the couch and looked across the city 

through the telescope. I also like the trams because they’re fast.—Oliver 

My favourite thing at camp was the sky deck because there was the best view and I liked the Melbourne 

jail. We got to see Ned Kelly amour and it was very scary. I also liked the arcade games it was so fun, so 

was bowling.—Archie 

On Urban Camp we went to the Melbourne Sky deck, it was so fun and a bit scary. When we got inside the 

building they told us how high the sky deck was, and how long the elevator was going to take. The people 

there said “it will take 39 seconds to get to the top floor in a elevator. When we got on the elevator it 

launched off like a rocket launcher, it was going so fast and so high. We reached to floor 88 and it’s not the 

highest floor, the highest floor is floor 92. And when we got to floor 88 it felt like heaven and I felt like I 

was a rich living inside a penthouse. It was so fun and amazing maybe the best day of my life!! —Karlroy 



 
 
 
 

Sounds-write 

Students in P/1/2/3 have been working really hard on learning their letter sounds, 

letter combinations and using this knowledge to decode words while reading in the 

sounds-write program. Every morning in P/1/2/3 students are participating in the 

phonics program. Students begin working as a whole class where explicit teaching 

take place around the new sounds of the week. Students then split off into ability-

based groups where their learning is targeted to each student’s needs. During small 

group instruction students participate in activities around identifying sounds and 

blends, decoding words and reading. This week students have been working on the 

sounds w, j, z. Alongside the addition of new sounds each week students also reflect, 

review and work on sounds that have been completed in previous weeks.   

Miss Egan.  



 
 
 
 

National Road Safety Week  
15th to 22nd of May 2022 

This week is National Road Safety Week.  It is s timely reminder for students and 

families who utilise our school bus, as well as occasional travellers to remind them-

selves of the safety rules.  It is everyone’s responsibility to help keep everyone safe 

on the roads.  We have included a safe school bus travel brochure in this newsletter. 

For further road safety tips, activities and information please see  

 https://www.roadsafetyeducation.vic.gov.au/  

 
 
 
 

National Volunteer Week 

This week is also national volunteers 

week. We would like to say a big thank you 

to the many people who volunteer their 

time at WDPS. 

https://www.roadsafetyeducation.vic.gov.au/


 
 
 
 

WDPS Math's Program 

On Wednesday, Thursday and Friday this term we will be running our whole school approach to 

numeracy where we combine all classes together. This semester our whole school numeracy pro-

gram will be focused on counting, time and problem solving. This learning is supplemented by 

teaching measurement and geometry, statistics and probability and extending number knowledge 

within each individual classroom.  

We begin each numeracy session with a number talk as a whole school. A Number Talk is a short 

daily problem used to build number sense. It provides an opportunity for students to share their 

mathematical thinking about a problem and allows them to listen to a range of different strategies 

used to solve problems. Each number talk is open ended to allow all students to have their learning 

needs met or extended.  

Students then work within a small, targeted teacher led group with students who all are working on 

the same numeracy skill. This allows each group to have intensive targeted learning opportunities 

where they consistently have teacher support. At WDPS our approach to numeracy involves 

providing students with hands on learning opportunities that enable students to problem solve us-

ing a range of resources such as counters, MAB, number lines, dice and fraction charts etc. As staff 

we are constantly working to develop our numeracy knowledge and teaching practice.  

Each fortnight all teaching staff come together to discuss student progress and to analyse teaching 

notes completed during and after each session. This enables each students learning sequence to 

change to meet their learning point of need. 

It has been wonderful to see the learning growth being made by all students and to build student 

confidence and knowledge within numeracy. Below are some comments by our students about nu-

meracy at WDPS.  



 
 

Upcoming Events 
 

We would like to wish the following  

students who celebrated their birth-

days in the past fortnight a 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY !! 
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TERM 2 SCHOOL HOLIDAYS 

We would like to invite our school community to make some predictions as a bit of fun leading up to 

the arrival of Miss Parnall & Natalie’s bundles of joy. If you would like to participate complete this  

section and send it in to the school!  

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
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