
 

Newsletter: 7 Thursday 13th of May 2021 

Vision: 
Our school empowers all students to embrace learning, achieve their personal 

best while developing their emotional, social and physical wellbeing, and 
through this make positive contributions to the community. 

A return to Normal 
 
This term has brought us to a return to our normal operating processes.  This means that we can now 
start back with a number of activities and connections we had lost last year.  We can now welcome  
our families and volunteers back on site and involved within the classrooms and throughout the 
school.  It also brings a return to singing the National Anthem at assembly and the return to inside as-
semblies (just in time for the cooler weather).  A reminder that assemblies are held Monday mornings 
at 9am, except for the first Monday of term, in the P/1-2/3 rooms. 
 
In this newsletter we have included information about each of the classrooms and the programs run-
ning in those rooms.  We have also included a timetable for families so that you are aware of what is 
happening at the different points of the day.  If you have any questions about your child’s learning or 
what is happening within the class please contact your child’s teacher. 
 
A massive congratulations to Mr Moore and Miss Egan for their recent Graduation from University.  
Joel and Chloe have been employed at WDPS as part of the Transforming the First Years of Teaching 
initiative.  This initiative provides support to newly Graduated teachers and their schools.  The support 
consists of professional development and a mentor to support the transition from university to teach-
ing.  The initiative lasts for two years and is funded for the duration. 
 
As a direct consequence of Covid and the impact on student learning in 2020, the Department have 
provided all schools money under the Tutoring initiative.  These funds are to source qualified staff to 
provide additional support across Numeracy and Literacy.  Mrs Deidre Zuidema and Mrs Sue Dower 
have both been employed to support the Tutoring initiative.  Deidre is providing a Numeracy program 
while Sue is providing a Literacy program.  Across the school year all students at WDPS will have the 
opportunity to work with both Deidre and /Sue to either support or extend their learning in these are-
as.  
 
The above two initiatives are why you may be seeing an increase in the number of staff at school.  We 

are extremely fortunate that we have been provided with additional funds to support both of these 

initiatives and that our students will directly impact from the implementation of both. 

We are busy making plans to establish an Out of School Hours Care  (OSHC) program at WDPS.  Please 

keep your eye out in the coming weeks for more information about this.  OSHC will commence the 

beginning of Term 3. 

 
 

Gabrielle Boyd      Principal    Little School, Big Heart W
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Web:    http://www.welshpoolps.vic.edu.au 
Email:  welshpool.ps@education.vic.gov.au 
Address: 5960 South Gippsland Highway, Welshpool Vic 3966  
Phone:   03 56881460  Mobile: 0407 483 726 
Direct Deposit Details: BSB 633-000 Account No: 156869083 Bendigo Bank Toora 

This week’s attachments:  School Photos  



 

S
c

h
o

o
l 

T
im

e
ta

b
le

 



  

Student Awards 

Congratulations to the following Students who received Student of 

the week: 

P/1— Cove Bland For w orking hard on his letter  form ation.  

Daisy Pyke for  alw ays trying her  best in  m aths  

2/3— Charlie McEwan-Threlfall for  his progress in reading  

 4/5/6—Malaika Malonzo For  alw ays being kind to others  

Charlee McPherson for  using initiative in class.  

We would like to wish 

the following  

students who have re-

cently celebrated their 

birthdays a big  

HAPPY BIRTHDAY !! 

 

Term 3Week 2  

Wednesday 21st to the Friday 23rd of 

July 2021 

More information to come over the next 2 

Grade 5/6   
Urban Camp 



 
 

School Activities 

Sean Choolburra Performance 

Mothers Day Stall & Morning Tea 



 
 

From the Classrooms 

On Monday, Wednesday and Thursday we have a whole school approach to maths where we combine 

all classes together. This semester our whole school maths program has focused on Counting and Place 

Value.  

We begin these maths sessions with a number talk as a whole school. A Number Talk is a short daily 

problem used to build number sense. It provides an opportunity for students to share their mathemati-

cal thinking about a problem and allows them to listen to a range of different strategies used to solve 

problems.   

Students then work within a small targeted teacher led group with students who all are working on the 

same maths skill. This allows each group to have intensive targeted learning opportunities where they 

consistently have teacher support.  

At WDPS our approach to maths involves providing students with hand on learning opportunities us-

ing a range of resources such as counters, MAB, number lines, dices etc.  

Maths Program 



 
 

From the Classrooms 

The 2/3 room has reading at the beginning of each day, except for Friday were the students have litera-

cy with Mrs Dower.  

Every morning the students begin the day by changing their readers, this is a routine activity that runs 

the same way each day. Students get their readers out of their bags, students then change their readers 

and read quietly while they wait to have their reading log signed. If they read at home that morning or 

night students then get to put a dash on their reading sticker chart. Once the students have read quietly 

for 10 minutes we then transition into our reading lesson.  

At the moment we have been working on predicting and making connections to a range of fiction and 

non-fiction texts during reading.  

To begin our reading lesson all students, sit altogether on the floor. As a class we then read our learn-

ing intention and success criteria for the lesson. When then move into a whole class activity, this con-

sists of reading a range of different texts and having conversations linking to our learning intention of 

the day surrounding predicting and making connections to the text. During this whole class activity 

students get the opportunity to practise reading and implement different reading strategies to under-

stand different texts. In this week’s context, we have been practising to make predictions and connec-

tion to self, text and world. 

After the whole class activity, we then transition in to an independent or group activity. These activities 

are based off the learning intention for the lesson and are planned to allow the students to put their 

newly learnt knowledge into practise. For example, students were asked to read a text from a past 

naplan booklet and write their own prediction of what they think will happen next in the text. Students 

were then asked to make a connection to the text, weather that be a text to self, text to text or text to 

world connection.  

With naplan also upon us, after students had completed their individual task we would sit on the floor 

as a whole class and work through past naplan reading questions. During this time students would 

work together to figure out the correct answer. Students are asked to select their answer and then 

asked to explain why it was the correct answer.  

Once the independent task is complete we transition in to a reflection activity to finish the lesson off. 

This generally consists of looking at the learning intention and success criteria of the lesson, then stu-

dents share their learning and findings for the lesson. The content that is being taught changes, howev-

er the structure of the lesson generally stays the same throughout every reading lesson.  

Grade 2/3 



 
 

Grade 4/5/6 

The grade 4,5,6 classroom has begun the term strongly, with all students ready to learn each day. As a 

class we have been looking closely at persuasive writing and the various persuasive devices or strate-

gies that a writer can use to make a convincing argument. The devices include rhetorical questions, 

personal pronouns, emotive language and exaggeration, which all serve the purpose of building a con-

nection between the author and their reader, as well as appealing to the reader’s emotions. Throughout 

the term we have been looking at different persuasive pieces and identifying the strategies that the au-

thor uses to persuade their readers.  

Currently, students are working on their own persuasive letter to Mrs Boyd. The students had to decide 

on something that they would like to see being implemented at school (e.g. having a whole-school art 

competition) and now need to use their knowledge of persuasive texts to present a convincing argu-

ment. It has been great to see the students challenging themselves by including new concepts into their 

writing and I know that there is a number of students who are eager to present their cases to Mrs Boyd.  

Grade 4/5/6 

From the Classrooms 



 
 

From the Classrooms 

Each Friday for term 1 and 2, Jaimee, parent volunteer Kerrie Lloyd and I run a session of PMP for the 

Prep/1 class.    

 

PMP stands for Perceptual Motor Program. It is a movement-based program which helps younger 

students improve their eye/hand and eye/foot coordination, fitness, balance, and general mobility. 

 

The children are placed in small groups, working through 4 activity stations each week. The same activ-

ities are repeated for 3-4 weeks then a new set begin. The activities vary widely. Some examples are: 

ball bouncing and throwing, skipping, throwing beanbags into containers, hopping, jumping over ob-

stacles balancing and many others.  

 

The children follow set rules such as lining up at the beginning and end of each activity and walking in 

a line when moving to the next activity. Grade 1's are encouraged to be leaders, being asked to help or-

ganise their group and be encouraging to the other students. An adult directs each activity. 

 

I firmly believe that PMP is very helpful in developing coordination and concentration in young chil-

dren. The children seem to really enjoy these activities and get a real thrill when they see themselves 

improve their skills or learn a new one. 

Prep/1 PMP.  Sue Dower 

I am at school every Wednesday to do Math tutoring as part of the Victorian Government's Tutoring 

program. For terms 1 and 2 we have been focusing on Number and Place Value.  

 

We are learning how numbers are made in different ways. We are learning to read and write numbers, 

make numbers using icy pole sticks and MAB, expand numbers, put numbers on number lines and how 

to use place value charts and number expanders. 

 

I am working with a range of students from across the school, the groups, and students I will be work-

ing with will change throughout the year. 

Maths Tutoring 



 

Wednesday BBQ STARTING BACK TERM 2 
Wednesday  
May 19 - Stacey Fowler 
May 26 - HELP NEEDED  
June 2 - Lisa Van Kuyk 
June 9 - Meagan Jenkins 
June 16 - HELP NEEDED 
June 23  - SPECIAL 
LUNCH DAY 

 

Term 2 FUNDRAISER  
Our Term 2 Fundraiser is - IVAN'S PIES - Order 
Forms were sent home last week, you can get 
more from the school.  This is a fabulous Fund-
raiser for our school and the only reason it is so 
fabulous is because of all the sharing and inter-
action we get from posting it and sharing it on 
our own Facebook pages.  If you are able to 
share our Facebook post from our school page it 
would be greatly appreciated. 
 
Pies will be delivered to the school on Wednes-
day the 16th June 2021, it is a massive day to 
get all of the pies out to everyone.  If you think or 
you would like to help (You don't have to be on 
the PFA Committee) can you, please see Lisa or 
Stacey.  

 
Thanks 

Lisa Lees and Stacey Fowler 
0409 179 235 / 0417 548 716 

  

 

WDPS Parents Club 
Next Meeting: Monday 24th May 2021 (After As-
sembly)  All Welcome.  This will also be the first get 
together walk and lunch for the year.  We will meet 
at the Port Welshpool Store Ferry Terminal Car 
Park at 11am followed by lunch at the General 
Store 12pm.  Everyone Welcome, Kids/Pram 
Friendly.  Walk at your own pace.  Come for a 
walk, come for just lunch or come for both it's a 
nice way for our parents to get together outside of 
school. 
  
If you would like to help with the Wednesday BBQ 
or need to change your day allocated, please mes-
sage or text Lisa 0409 179 235.  
 
School Uniforms 
There are some second hand school uniforms 
available to purchase for a gold coin donation, 
please see Natalie in the office if you need any-
thing.   We also have lots of new uniforms available 
for purchase 
 
Fundraising: The Parents Club are currently 
fundraising to renovate the School Quadrangle Ar-
ea.  This area will be used for outdoor learning and 
will give the kids another place to play and ex-
plore.  
  
  
 
 
.  

Parents & Friends Association (PFA) 



 
 

Upcoming Events 

 If you are unable to do your BBQ or need to swap, please message Lisa directly. 
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17 18 19 
BBQ Wednesday 
(Stacey Fowler) 
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24 25 26 
BBQ Wednesday 

**HELP NEEDED** 

 
OPEN DAY 
9.00-11.00am 
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Newsletter Day 

28 

T
2

 W
E

E
k

 7
 

31  June 1 2 
BBQ Wednesday 
(Lisa Van Kuyk) 
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School Council 6pm 

9 
            BBQ 

               Wednesday 
          (Meagan 

                Jenkins) 

10 
 

Newsletter Day 

11 
 

Curriculum Day 
 

T
2

 W
E

E
k

 9
 

14 
 

Queens Birthday 
Public Holiday 

15 16 
 

BBQ Wednesday 
**HELP NEEDED** 
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21 22 23 
 

SPECIAL  
LUNCH  

DAY 

24 25 
 

LAST DAY OF 
TERM 2 

NAPLAN 

EDUCATION WEEK 

Breakfast Club  

Breakfast Club  

Breakfast Club  

Breakfast Club  

Breakfast Club  

Breakfast Club  

Grade 6 Parents/Carers 
Please be reminded that the Application for Year 7 Placement 2022 forms need 

to be returned to school tomorrow Friday 14th of May 2021. 





 

 

 

Community Information & Events 

Yarram Junior Badminton 
Sign up/ Hit up Evenings 
Friday 23rd and Friday 30th April 
4.15pm – 6.15pm 
For new and returning players 
Yarram Sports Stadium 
Smith Street, Yarram 


